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LEVEL 1

® INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE LIKELY TO 
WITNESS OR DISCOVER A HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS RELEASE AND ARE ABLE TO 
INITIATE AN EMERGENCY  RESPONSE 
NOTIFICATION SEQUENCE

FIRST RESPONDER AWARENESS



As an As an AWARENESSAWARENESS trained First Responder you should:trained First Responder you should:

Concentrate on identifying the 
presence of

hazardous materials

Protect yourself

Secure area

Notify necessary response agencies
REMEMBER, your responsibilities will be limited!!!REMEMBER, your responsibilities will be limited!!!REMEMBER, your responsibilities will be limited!!!



LEVEL 2

FIRST RESPONDER OPERATIONS

® INDIVIDUALS WHO MAY DETECT 
AND/OR RESPOND TO RELEASES OR 
POTENTIAL RELEASES IN A DEFENSIVE
FASHION AND  ATTEMPT TO CONTAIN AND 
PREVENT FURTHER SPREADING OR 
EXPOSURE WITHOUT ACTUALLY TRYING 
TO STOP THE RELEASE.



® INDIVIDUALS WHO RESPOND TO RELEASES 
OR POTENTIAL RELEASES FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF STOPPING THE THE RELEASE.  CAN TAKE 
OFFENSIVE ACTIONS.

LEVEL 3HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS
TECHNICIANHAZMAT TECHNICIAN



LEVEL 4

® INDIVIDUALS WHO RESPOND WITH, AND 
PROVIDE SUPPORT TO, HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS TECHNICIANS. REQUIRE MORE 
SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE OF THE PARTICULAR 
SUBSTANCE, TRANSPORT VEHICLE OR 
CONTAINER THAT THEY ARE DEALING  WITH.

HAZMAT SPECIALIST



® INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD ASSUME COMMAND OF  A 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENT BEYOND THE 
AWARENESS LEVEL.  TO QUALIFY FOR THIS POSITION, 
THE O.S.I.C. MUST BE AT LEAST TRAINED TO THE 
OPERATIONS LEVEL AND THEN TAKE THE ADDITIONAL 
TRAINING.

ON-SCENE INCIDENT 
COMMANDER

LEVEL 5

ON SCENE INCIDENT 
COMMANDER



2 MAIN GOALS AT THE AWARENESS LEVEL2 MAIN GOALS AT THE AWARENESS LEVEL2 MAIN GOALS AT THE AWARENESS LEVEL

ASSESS INCIDENTASSESS INCIDENTASSESS INCIDENT

- detect presence

- identify material

- collect information

-- detect presencedetect presence

-- identify materialidentify material

-- collect informationcollect information

IMPLEMENT SAFE ACTIONSIMPLEMENT SAFE ACTIONSIMPLEMENT SAFE ACTIONS

- based on your agency’s 
Emergency Response Plans, 
SOP’s, and the ERG

- notify appropriate response 
agencies

-- based on your agency’s based on your agency’s 
Emergency Response Plans, Emergency Response Plans, 
SOP’s, and the ERGSOP’s, and the ERG

-- notify appropriate response notify appropriate response 
agenciesagencies



SAFELY ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY THE SAFELY ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY THE 
PRODUCT UTILIZING YOUR TRAINING, PRODUCT UTILIZING YOUR TRAINING, 
THE ERG OR ANY OTHER AVAILABLE THE ERG OR ANY OTHER AVAILABLE 
RESOURCESRESOURCES



IMPLEMENT SAFE IMPLEMENT SAFE 
ACTIONSACTIONS

•• notify appropriate notify appropriate 
response agenciesresponse agencies

•• based on your based on your 
agency’s Emergency agency’s Emergency 
Response Plans, Response Plans, 
SOP’s, and the ERGSOP’s, and the ERG

ASSESS INCIDENTASSESS INCIDENT

detect presencedetect presence

identify materialidentify material

collect informationcollect information





As a First Responder at the Awareness level, you have just responded to a 
tank truck overturned on the roadway. Identify the four main areas of 
responsibility during your initial response to this incident.  Choose the four.

a.  Secure the area around the tank trucka.  Secure the area around the tank truck

b.  Judge the amount of time needed to handle              b.  Judge the amount of time needed to handle              
incidentincident

c.  Identify the hazardous materials being carried  in the c.  Identify the hazardous materials being carried  in the 
tank trucktank truck

d.  Protect yourself from any dangerd.  Protect yourself from any danger

e.  Protect the surrounding property from the effects of the e.  Protect the surrounding property from the effects of the 
potential releasepotential release

f.  Perform control functions in close proximity to the tank f.  Perform control functions in close proximity to the tank 
trucktruck

g.  Call necessary response agencies to assistg.  Call necessary response agencies to assist
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