


THE NEW JERSEY UNIFORM CRIME
REPORTING SYSTEM

DEFINITION

The New Jersey Uniform Crime Reporting System is based upon the compilation, classification, and analysis of crime data
reported by all New Jersey police agencies in accordance with the regulations prescribed by law.

DEVELOPMENT

The New Jersey Uniform Crime Reporting Law (N.J.S.A. 52:17 B-5.1 et. seq.) was enacted on May 16, 1966, and became effective
January 1, 1967. Responsibility for the establishment, direction, control, and supervision of the Uniform Crime Reporting System was
assigned to the State’s Attorney General. The Attorney General authorized the New Jersey State Police to collect and collate the crime
data received from law enforcement agencies within the state.

At the request of the Attorney General, the New Jersey State Police researched crime systems in operation throughout the nation
in order to establish a firm foundation from which to grow. The most logical approach was the paralleling of the federal crime reporting
system. There was a distinct need for a compatibility feature that would enhance both the state and federal systems through the data
entry at both levels.

This compatibility has, as its nucleus, the standard classification of offenses established by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Regardless of the label placed on a particular offense in the various states’ systems, i.e., felony, misdemeanor, disorderly persons, if
the incident meets the federal standard it will be reported as an offense.

The terms “crime” and “offense” are used interchangeably in this publication, and refer to an act committed in violation of a law
which is reportable under the guidelines of the Uniform Crime Reporting Program.

The New Jersey State Chiefs of Police Association has served the program in an advisory capacity since 1966. The contributions
of this association have proved valuable to the success of the program. This association works in close harmony with the State Police
as a means of improving the quality of reporting through recommended program standards, policies and procedures.

COLLECTION OF CRIME DATA

As required by statute, all law enforcement agencies in the state submit monthly and annual summary crime reports to the
program. During the year 2004, offense and arrest data were received from 478 full-time municipal police departments, two (2) part-
time municipal police departments, and the New Jersey State Police (acting as the reporting agent for the 75 municipalities without
local police services). In addition to the 478 full-time municipal police departments there are 11 police departments contracted by
other municipalities.

In addition to the above agencies, arrest data was received from the state’s 21 prosecutors, sheriffs’ departments, two (2)
county police departments, and three (3) county park police departments. In order to incorporate all New Jersey law enforcement
agencies under the system, the ten (10) other state agencies with law enforcement responsibilities, excluding state police, as well as
14 college campus police departments were incorporated within the program. Collectively, a total of 552 law enforcement agencies
submit the reports to the New Jersey State Police.

METHOD

A State of New Jersey Uniform Crime Reporting Guide has been distributed to all contributors. It outlines reporting procedures in
detail, and is complete to the extent of providing examples and illustrations. Field representatives provide additional instruction and
clarification when required.

All reported offenses are related to the municipality in which they occur rather than to the agency which may conduct the
investigation. The clearance is credited to the municipality in which the offense occurred. Each contributing agency is responsible for
compiling its own reports. Law enforcement agencies report the number of known offenses according to the following categories:
Homicide (Murder and Manslaughter), Rape, Robbery, Aggravated Assault, Burglary, Larceny-Theft, Motor Vehicle Theft, and Arson.
The “Crime in New Jersey,” and the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s “Crime in the United States” publications exclude manslaughters,
simple assaults, and arsons from the “Index” offenses. These are further referred to as “violent” and “nonviolent” crimes as

2 — Synopsis: Uniform Crime Reporting System —






	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

